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be a drought. And it is said by Varahamihira [author of a famous
book on astrology]:
2.   When Saturn, Mars, and Venus pass thru the car of Rohini
cutting it, then for twelve years the rain-cloud inevitably sends no
rain.                                                                              And so:
3.   If Saturn cuts the car of Rohini, the earth receives fiery-red
floods (of sun's rays, instead of water); need I say what happens ?
For it is not in a sea of water (but of fire) that the whole world
goes to destruction.                                 And in another saying:
4.   When this Saturn cuts the car of Rohini, then for twelve years
the rain-cloud sends no rain upon earth."
Hearing these words of the soothsayer the king said: " O soothsayer,
is there no means of averting this drought ? " The soothsayer said:
" There is no other than this; if a performance of offerings and the like
to the planets is made, there will be rain." So the king summoned the
brahmans learned in scripture and told them the whole story, and
caused them to commence a sacrifice. All the preparations for the
sacrifice were brought together, and the brahmans performed the sacri-
fices to the nine planets in the manner prescribed in the ritual books,
and a full-offering was made for the purpose of perfecting the virtue of
the sacrifice. The king gratified the brahmans with money, food,
garments, and the like, and gave the ten regular gifts, and then gave
contentment with a great largess to the poor, the blind, the deaf, the
deformed, and so on. But still it did not rain.
Because of the lack of rain the whole people were famine-stricken and
in great distress. And the king himself was distrest because of their
sorrow. One time when he had entered into the sacrificial house and
was deep in meditation, an immaterial voice was heard: " O king, if
a man bearing the thirty-two superior marks is offered before the wish-
granting goddess who dwells in the temple before you, rain will cer-
tainly come." Hearing this the king went into the temple and made
obeisance to the goddess, and when he put his sword to his throat, the
goddess checkt him and said: " O king, I am propitiated by your
heroism; choose a wish." The king said: " O goddess^ if you are pro-
pitiated, then ward off the drought." The goddess said: " I will do
so.*5 Thereupon the king went to his own house.
Having told this story the statue said to the king: " 0 king, if such
magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon this throne. And
hearing this the king was silent.
Here ends the twenty-fifth story